
FILM POLICY 
 
Date Approved: 4/18/12 
Approved by: Board of Directors 
Section: Curriculum 

 
Films shown should at LJA should be educationally relevant and should tie into, support or enhance 
the curriculum, and should not be used as a reward.  Most students have sufficient opportunities to 
watch movies for entertainment outside of school.  Visual images are indelible in the brain and 
cannot be uprooted once planted and therefore should be used thoughtfully.  
 

Motion picture ratings are general guides and should not be used as the only determinant of 

appropriateness for school use.  Adults must mediate the choice of content, regardless of official 

ratings. Even G-rated movies and cartoons contain insidious stereotypes about gender roles, race, 

religion, ethnicity and ability.  For this reason, all films must be subjected to conscious analysis of 

explicit and implicit messages. 
 

It is best to err on the side of caution, with sensitivity to the various life experiences and dispositions 

of our students.  Students may have experienced trauma or had a carefully guarded home life that 

places them at risk for becoming upset about certain images or content.  Parents and teachers often 

draw different lines in deciding what is appropriate to watch.  Students in grades 5 and 6 are 

particularly sensitive to mature content.   
 

Expectations for LJA Educators 

Acknowledge that film is a powerful storytelling literacy that students must learn to “read” and 

interpret critically as 21st century scholars.  It is the job of educators to develop visual literacy by 

engaging students in both consumption and production of visual media.  

 

Carefully choose visual media including film as important learning tools.  The use of visual media 

should always be connected to critical thinking.  Watching film at school should not be a passive 

process used to fill time or reward students.  Film must be examined through a critical lens with 

opportunity for reflection and response, either verbally, visually, in performance or in writing.  Plan 

essential questions to be used in the critical analysis.   
 

Teachers must request permission from administrators about films or film clips that will be shown 

in class if there are any potential concerns about content.  Common sense judgment should be 

applied for depictions of death, violence, sexual images or themes, or other emotionally disturbing 

content.  This protects the teacher as well as the students, the families and the school.  In their 

request, teachers should include how the film supports the curriculum and how students will 

respond critically to the film, as well as alternative activities should families choose not to allow their 

child to view the film.  Requests must be made at least one week prior to notifying parents.   
 



Parents should be notified one week in advance if films that contain emotionally upsetting or 

otherwise questionable or mature content will be shown in class so that parents have the 

opportunity to research and preview the film. If parents do not do not want their child to see the 

film, choices should be given for alternative content.  A note that excludes participation rather than 

requires participation is sufficient.   

 


